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I M MEDIATELY " M O N T A N A ' S  E C O N O M I C  O U T L O O K "  S E M I N A R  lenihan/jg
TO BE IN BILLINGS JAN. 31 1/17/78
special
M I S S O U L A ---
The agri c u l t u r a l  indu s t r y  and the N o r t h e r n  Great Plains Region will be a featured 
topic o f  the th i r d  annual "Montana's Econo m i c  O utlook" seminar, w h i c h  will be in Billings 
Jan. 31. The m e e t i n g  will be at 9:30 a.m. at the N o r t h e r n  Hotel and is cospon s o r e d  by the 
B u reau of Business and E c o n o m i c  R e s e a r c h  (BBER) of the U n i v e r s i t y  of Montana, Missoula, 
and the Billings Cha m b e r  of Commerce.
Robbin J o h n s o n  of Min n e a p o l i s  will be the featured speaker. He is assistant vice 
p r e s i d e n t  of Cargill, Inc. and is a noted expert on legisl a t i v e  and p u b l i c  p o l i c y  issues 
o f  the agri c u l t u r a l  industry. He will speak at the n oon seminar luncheon program, whi c h  
will be an a s sessment o f  the p u b l i c  p o l i c y  choices that lie ahead for agriculture, and the 
v arious effects these choices might have on the regional economy.
J o h n s o n  is a g raduate o f  Y ale Unive r s i t y  and studied at O x ford University, England, 
as a Rhodes Scholar. He joined Cargill in 1971 and was p r o m o t e d  to assistant vice p r e s ident 
in the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Divi s i o n  in 1976. He is a member o f  n umerous regional and national 
a gricultural trade organizations, i n c l uding the National Grain and Feed Association, the U.S 
Feed Grains Council and the Corn Refiners Association.
F eatured on the seminar's m o r n i n g  p r o g r a m  will be BBER Direc t o r  Maxine Johnson's 
analysis o f  the economic outlook for M o n t a n a  in 1978 and Bure a u  research associate Paul 
Poizin's revi e w  o f  the outlook for Billings. The luncheon p r o g r a m  will be followed at 
1:45 p.m. b y  Polzin's d i s c u s s i o n  of Montana's changing p o p u l a t i o n  and its relation to 
businessmen. J o h n s o n  will conclude the p r o g r a m  w i t h  some s u ggestions on "How to be Y our 
Own E c o n o m i s t , "  inc l u d i n g  i n formation sources useful to businessmen.
All p r o g r a m  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  will be m o d e r a t e d  by Dr. Paul B. Blomgren, Dean of the U. 
of M. School of Business Administration.
-more-
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The sem i n a r  luncheon will be in c o n j u nction with the regular luncheon m e e t i n g  o f  the 
Billings C h a m b e r  of Commerce. Cost of the entire s e minar is $27.50, wh i c h  inclu d e s  the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee, luncheon and a year's s u b s c r i p t i o n  to the M o ntana Business Quarterly, 
which is p u b l i s h e d  by the Bureau. Persons inter e s t e d  in att e n d i n g  should contact the 
Billings Cha m b e r  of Commerce or the Bureau of Business and Econo m i c  Research, U n i v e r s i t y  
of Montana, Missoula, 59812. R e g i s t r a t i o n  also will be imm e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  to the seminar, 
b e g i n n i n g  at 9:15 a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 31, at the N o r t h e r n  Hotel.
###
